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1996 NATIONAL CONVENTION
CANADIAN HARD OF HEARING

ASSOCIATION-30 MAY- 1 JUNE 1996

VICTORIA, B.C.

Four members from the North Shore Branch
attended the Convention.Three of whom attended
the Annual GeneralMeeting of the CanadianHard
of Hearing Association.

About 150 persons attended of whom 100 were
members.The Conventionopened with an evening
wine and cheese reception where Erica met Dr.
Norah Browne, who is the National Chair
of the "To Hear AgainProgram". During 31 May
the Plenary Session was held followed by
workshops. On the morning of 1 June Chapters
and Branches had a Poster Display, followed
by the Annual General Meeting in the afternoon.
Awards were presented at the Banquet on
31 May. Throughout the Convention there were
many opportunities to meet and discuss issues
with other members, renew old acquaintancesand
make new mends.

31MAY 1996

Welcomeaddresses were given by Ruth Warick,
President and Bob Sochowski, President CHHA
Victoria Branch.

THE PLENARY SESSION: "New Approaches in
Aural Rehabilitation" was presented by Dr. Kathy
Pichora-Puller, Assistant Professor,
School of Audiologyand Speech Sciences,D.B.C.
She spoke of new approaches to aural
rehabilitationneeding to involve team members,
includinghard of hearing peers. Different kinds of
solutions needed to be found, which included
modifications of the physical and social
environments. To date hearing aids and assistive
listening devices have been dominant forms of
treatment, but it is obvious to many hard of
hearing people there are still many problems that
persist in everyday life. Modifications to the
physicalenvironment in architectural and
acoustical design, as well as modifications to the
social environment involving teaching family
members and public service employees to use
conversational techniques must be part of our
approach in the future.




